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have perfect intelligence, there is not remaining in the Council
(my Lord of Norfolk being absent, who will bark in it to his dying
day) a member that dare move the render thereof. Assuring your
Lordship that the Council had never so much to do as to stay the
King from sending over of 1500 pioneers [military workmen] and
3000 men of war for the better accomplishing of the French fortress
according to your late devise. Notwithstanding that the King's
Majesty took it in very ill part that ye should adventure your
presence in standing upon the bridge of the fortress, for the better
viewing of the same during one of your sortees upon it, with two
Italians, the one called Tomaso, who hath much advanced your
hardiness without forgetting your negligence in adventuring your
person so dangerously although ye heard the same Tomaso his
advice to the contrary. . . . 25
Although Henry VIII censored Surrey for his hardihood in
"adventuring his person so dangerously," the dash and daring
which his lieutenant combined with military skill was actually
very pleasing to His Majesty. Knowing this, Surrey felt some-
what secure in his position at Boulogne and steadfastly refused
to be bribed by the offer of a more lucrative post, such as the
captainship of Guines or the deputyship of Calais,26 into urging
the King to give up Boulogne. But he wanted to make sure
that the other forces under his command on the Continent
would not be led by his English enemies to betray him. To this
end he sought to have a man in whom he placed an absolute
trust appointed to a high office at Guines, where Lord Grey
was in command. Surrey wrote to Sir William Paget, the King's
Secretary, to forward this appointment:
May it please you, gentle Mr. Secretary to give me leave, amid
your weighty affairs, to trouble you with an earnest suit. Whereas
Mr. Treasurer of Guines is discharged, and some other, as I hear,
is to be appointed in his place, it will please you to inform yourself
(by the report of such as knoweth) of a gentleman, sometime my
servant, and now a captain within this town, called T. Shelley.
May it please you to inquire what his conditions and qualities are,
and his disposition to serve, and then to square within yourself
whether it be meet to recommend for that office such a one at the
most effectual request of your poor friend. Of Shelley's rare virtues
M P.R.O., State Papers, BB/35i; printed in part by Bapst, p. 319 8. & by L. &
P., XX, 11,738.